
THE MUST SEE & DOs OF YOUR
DIANA GABALDON’S OUTLANDER VACATION

 
The rain slides down the window pane of my camper trailer 
and I follow its winding path until it disappears off the glassy 
cliff. It has been raining here, at the lake, all day. Heavy 
clouds like a thick grey carpet blocks out the sun. I sip on my 
cup of hot chai tea, content, as I imagine myself somewhere 
else; somewhere Clair Randall, the protagonist of Diana 
Gabaldon’s best selling Outlander series was during her 
adventures with the handsome, brave Scotsman Jamie 
Fraser. The idea of walking in her footstep delights me so 
much, I decide I will share with you Part 1, of several, travel 
itineraries you may wish to use when planning your 
Outlander vacation. 

 
Your Outlander Vacation, Part 1, begins with Inverness, Scotland

Where to Stay- “Mrs. Baird’s was like a thousand other Highland bed-and-breakfast 
establishments in 1945; clean and quiet, with fading floral wallpaper, gleaming floors 
and a coin-operated hot water geyser lavatory.” (Outlander, 1) 

Clair Randall, in the opening pages of Outlander, was on her second honeymoon with 
her husband, Frank Randall. They settled in at a Highland Bed & Breakfast in the 
beautiful town of Inverness. Inverness boasts of 
many Bed & Breakfasts within the city (though I 
cannot promise they will offer fading floral 
wallpaper and the coin-operated hot water 
geyser). If your heart is set on staying in the city,  
just like Clair, then visit 
www.highlandsbestbandb.co.uk and take your 
pick. My suggestion, however, is Daviot Lodge 
Bed & Breakfast, locate 6 miles from Inverness. 
I’m pretty sure if this B&B had been around in 
1945, this is where Clair & Frank Randall would 
have stayed. This beautiful farmhouse B&B has a 5 star rating from Visit Scotland and 
AA Accommodation of the Year Award (2005/6). The rooms look lovely and the lush 
grounds bring the pages of Outlander to life. For more information or to book your stay 
visit www.daviotlodge.co.uk
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Places to Visit

Inverness - “My gaze lingered on a shop 
window filled with household goods-
embroidered tea cloths and cozies, pitchers 
and glasses, a stack of quite homely pie tins, 
and a set of three vases. I had never owned a 
vase in my life...Tucking my handbag firmly 
under my arm, I marched into the shop and 
bought the vases.” (Outlander, 7,9) 

In Chapter 1 of Outlander, Clair took a stroll along 
the streets of Inverness, specifically High Street, while her husband visited Rev. 
Reginald Wakefield, the vicar of the local parish. There are many lovely shops in 
Inverness you can wander through and  The Victorian Market’s original 1870 entrance, 
off of Academy street, is a portal into a delightful plethora of shops shops unlike 
anywhere else in Inverness. Who knows, you may even find a vase  or L’Heure Bleu 
cologne to purchase like Clair did! And, if you a looking for a kilt and sporran to wear as 
you traipse about Scotland than stop by Chisholm's Highland on Castle street. 
In your meanderings, may I suggest you see if you can find Jamie’s running-stag 
brooch, and if you do, let the rest of us know where! (Or if you are not the treasure 
hunting type, visit www.theauthorsattic.com. You’ll find jewelry, for purchase, inspired by 
the novels we love.) 

•Craig Na Dun - “The stone screamed...The other stones 
began to shout. There was a noise of battle, and the cries 
of dying men and shattered horses. I shook my head 
violently to clear it, but the noise went on.” (Outlander, 49) 

In chapter 2 of Outlander, Clair accompanies an old man, 
Mr. Cook, who possess a wealth of knowledge about the 
local plants, on his motorcycle to the countryside and 
discovers Craig Na Dun, a factious stonehenge. At the end 
of chapter, Clair places her hand on one of the stones and 
disappears from Inverness 1945 to appear in the woods in 
the year of our Lord, 1743. Though we cannot travel 
through the stonehenge (dang!) you can rent or hire a bike 

to guide you through Scotland, like Clair. There are a host of 
companies offering this service and a few links are provided here.
( www.highlandmotorcyclehols.com, www.motorbikelinks.com/motorcycle_hire/uk/
scotland.shtml, www.openroadscotland.com.) Please note, that I have not personally 
used any of these companies so do research them and choose the one the best suits 
your needs and budget. Then let us know about your experiences! There are many 
standing stones or stone circles scattered throughout Scotland. Diana Gabaldon has 
been to a place called Castlerigg, but this is in England. If you want to visit some stone 
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circles in Scotland, Clava Cairns and Tomnahurich, which is supposedly a fairy’s hill 
are two options near Inverness you could visit. Listen carefully, you may hear a 
humming coming from the ancients stones.

•Castle Urquhart & Loch Ness - “We left early in 
the morning, before sunup...It was after nine when 
we arrived, and the guide Frank had called for was 
awaiting us on the edge of the loch with a small 
sailing skiff.” (Outlander, 39)       

True to our Outlander Vacation, we embark on a 
boat for this portion of our adventure. No, it is not a 
“small sailing skiff” but a touring vessel offered by 

the Jacobite Cruises Scotland (www.jacobite.co.uk) 
These lovely guide boats offer a variety of tours and I 

would suggest taking the Temptation Tour that offers a 2.5 hour coach & cruise of  Loch 
Ness with a 1 hour visit to Urquhart Castle. You can book your tour online and, if you are 
taking the Temptation, Sensation, Passion or Tranquility tours, these all leave from 
Inverness city center. Check their website for details on pick up points. Then get ready 
to relive Clair’s ride down the Loch Ness.

Places to Eat

“Dinner the night before had been herring, fried. Lunch had been 
herring, pickled. And the pungent scent now wafting up the 
stairwell strongly imitated the breakfast to be herring, 
kippered.” (Outlander, 5)

• Restaurants -Trip Advisor recommends two restaurants: River 
House, located on Greig Street, and The Waterfront 
Restaurant and Bar on Huntley Street. If you are wanting to try pickled 
herring, a review on Trip Advisor praises River House as having an 
excellent fair, plus the food is local. The historic Waterfront Restaurant, with over a 
100 years of service, provides patrons with warm atmosphere and good food. The 
award winning chef offers original menu items and traditional highland food.

•PUBS-One of the oldest in Inverness, Blackfriars has a long and 
interesting  history dating back to 1793. Blackfriars offers its patrons 
a wide assortment of ales and a scottish menu to go with it. I could 
imagine Frank, Clair’s husband, enjoying a glass of sherry or brandy 
or one of the local ales in this historic tavern.
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• Tea & Scones- “The tea was green, hot and fragrant, with bits of 
leaf swirling through the liquid. ‘Mmm,’ I said, setting the cup down. 
‘It’s been a long time since I tasted oolong.’....Mrs. Graham nodded, 
beaming at my pleasure in her refreshments. She had clearly gone to 
some trouble, laying out handmade lace mats beneath the eggshell 
cups and providing clotted cream with the scones.” (Outlander, 31)                                                              

What Outlander Vacation would be complete without a pot of hot tea and a warm scone 
with clotted cream? Try these places as you continue to walk in the footsteps of Clair 
Randall - Cafe Artysans, Pottery Bunkhouse or Girvans.   Or if you want to make some 
scottish scones at home, visit www.outlanderkitchen.com for an excellent recipe.

Final Thoughts

I’d like to say the rain has stopped now but it continues to pour down on my little 
camper, my tea cup is empty and my children want to play a card game, my signal that 
to say good bye, for now. I have enjoyed this journey and want to thank you for coming 
along on Part 1 of our Outlander Vacation. Come again soon for our 1743 Outlander 
Vacation, Part 2!
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