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ADVANCE PRAISE 
 

 

“The Other Side of Life imaginatively mingles brutal scenes of Civil War 

battlefields with thought-provoking moral issues. It describes the conflicted loyalties 

and sufferings of that tragic era and the spiritual growth of the book’s hero—a naval 

officer wounded in the Pearl Harbor attack—and those he becomes close to when he is 

transported to the past. The swift-moving, compelling narrative grips the reader from 

first page to last.”  -- Bernard Weisberger, historian and author of America Afire: Adams, 

Jefferson, and the Revolutionary Election of 1800 

  

“Andy Kutler has written a thoughtfully imaginative adventure across time, 

approaching the Civil War from a fresh perspective while creating memorable, 

compelling characters. The story flows beautifully and is consistently challenging.”   

-- Ivan R. Dee, Publisher, Now and Then Reader (nowandthenreader.com)  

 

"Andy Kutler's war scenes are gripping, his characters vulnerable and honest, 

and his story ultimately triumphant -- an exciting journey back into two levels of the 

past."  -- David Hardin, author of Emblems of Woe: How the South Reacted to Lincoln's 

Murder 

 

  “Employing some new twists on the novelist's technique of time travel, Andy 

Kutler sends a naval officer bombed at Pearl Harbor back to the Civil War.  Among his 

comrades in a Union cavalry regiment he absorbs the enduring values of trust, loyalty, 

love, and selflessness during the chaos and tragedy of a war that took place a half 

century before he was born.  Readers will find themselves immersed in this story and 

captivated by its principal characters.”  -- James M. McPherson, Pulitzer Prize-winning 

author of Battle Cry of Freedom and The War That Forged a Nation  

 

“Profound, smart, and entertaining – the path through The Other Side of Life is an 

amazing journey through history.”  -- Joe Weisberg, Creator and Executive Producer of 

FX’s The Americans and author of An Ordinary Spy 
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ADVANCE PRAISE (con’t) 
 

 

“Andy Kutler has created a fascinating fictional account of the service of the 6th 

United States Cavalry in the Civil War. While the book is a work of historical fiction, 

Kutler nevertheless faithfully recreates day-to-day life in a Regular Army cavalry 

regiment during this country’s greatest and most decisive conflict. If you have an 

interest in understanding the travails of the common cavalryman during the Civil War, 

then you will enjoy this book. Kutler is a fine writer, and it shows in this, his first 

novel.” –- Eric J. Wittenberg, award winning author and Civil War cavalry historian 

 

"As an ardent student of both history and anything that features time travel in 

any way, you can color this reader delighted and impressed. The worlds Kutler 

describes feel lived in and personal; familiar events feel freshly re-imagined. Never 

have stoicism and perseverance been so epically heroic. Stoicism is a word, right?"   

-- Ben Karlin, Emmy Award-winning writer and executive producer of The Daily Show 

and Modern Family 

 

“In The Other Side of Life, Andy Kutler employs his feel for history and great 

imagination to transport a Pearl Harbor casualty back to the Civil War -- a vivid, 

novelistic evocation of drama and trauma in 19th and 20th century America.” 

 -- John W. Dower, historian, author and recipient of the Pulitzer Prize Award and 

National Book Award for Embracing Defeat: Japan in the Wake of World War II 

 


